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PRUSI LEGISLATION SENT TO GOVERNOR

Improves higher education infrastructure, strengthens workforce, and creates jobs

(Lansing)—Legidlation introduced by Senator Mike Prusi (D-Ishpeming) allowing institutions of
higher education to seek bonds for capitol maintenanceis on its way to Governor Granholm'’s desk.
Senator Prusi’s legidation is designed to spur immediate job creation through various construction and
improvement projects, while assisting colleges and universities in preparing for the area’ sincreasing
demand for highly skilled labor.

“Thislegidlation will provide opportunities for our colleges and universities to maintain and
renovate existing facilities, making them safer and more efficient for students and faculty” said Sen.
Prusi. “Theimmediate impact will bring millions of dollars and thousands of construction jobs to
Michigan communities’

Senate Bill 412 will add capitol maintenance projectsto the lists of allowable projects
undertaken by the State Building Authority (SBA). Currently, the SBA isonly allowed to improve
existing facilities through restoration or renovation. Sen. Prusi’s legislation will allow for
improvements such as roof repair, safety and accessibility improvements, and technol ogical
infrastructure upgrades. These improvements will provide several job opportunities and make
Michigan more attractive to potential employers.

“Senate Bill 214 is a step towards keeping Michigan competitive in today’ s global economy,”
said Sen. Prusi. “Continued investments in higher education are vital to strengthening our local

communities and spurring job growth.”
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Mike Prusi serves as Democratic Vice Chair of the Senate Appropriations Committee. He represents the 38"
Senate Digtrict, which includes 13 of the 15 Upper Peninsula counties.



